63 AAF BASE UNIT (RADAR BOMB SCORING)
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63 AAF Base Unit (Radar Bomb Scoring), 24 Jul 1946-8 Mar 1947
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During World War Il, allied bomber crews soon discovered that radar was an indispensable aid for
strategic bombing. The British employed their bomber forces primarily at night. Thus a means of

sighting independent of visibility was required. The American forces also required such a system
even though they bombed in daylight. The weather in Europe was so consistently bad during the



winter months that strategic bombing could only be accomplished with a radar system. The
British were the pioneers in developing such systems while the industrial complex of the U.S.
refined and improved their initial efforts.

When victory in Europe seemed assured, military efforts focused in the Pacific. Here it became
clear that training procedures for radar bombing were in their infant stages and severely lacking.
To correct this, staff work began to develop a training system which would improve crew
proficiency in radar bombing through better scoring techniques. Under the jurisdiction of the
Army Air Force Tactical Center, an experimental station was established in Jacksonville, Florida to
test the training system. These tests proved the value of radar bomb scoring as a means of
improving bombing training.

Soon thereafter, the Second Air Force took actions to establish a radar bomb scoring station at
Kansas City, Missouri, and later, a scoring detachment at Fort Worth, Texas. HQ Second Air Force
originally had jurisdiction over this operation but as it grew in size and scope, it became clear that
a formal organization was needed to control and manage the new training detachment. This need
gave birth to the organization of which you are part now.

On 6 June 1945, the 206th Army Air Force Base Unit (RBS) was activated art Colorado Springs,
Colorado under the command of Colonel Robert W. Burns. He assumed operational control of
the two SCR-584 radar detachments located at Kansas City and Fort Worth. New detachments
were also established at Denver, Chicago, Omaha, Albuquerque and Los Angeles. On 24 July
1945, the 206th was redesignated the 63rd AAFBU (RBS) and three weeks later was moved to
Mitchell Field, New York, and placed under the command of the Continental Air Force. On 5
March 1946, the organization moved back to Colorado Springs and on 8 March of the same
year was redesignated the 263 AAFBU.

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORIES
Created: 19 Feb 2025
Updated:

Sources
Air Force Historical Research Agency, U.S. Air Force, Maxwell AFB, Alabama.



